PGC/DE FS/KS1 Professional Development Activities


	 Placement: Orientation


	The aim of this placement is to: experience the full age range covered in this course; to familiarise yourself with school routines, policies and processes; to gain a sense of progression; and to gather some key information in preparation for your subsequent placements.



	Before you go into school make sure you are familiar with

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/early-years-foundation-stage-framework--2
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/301256/2014_EYFS_handbook.pdf 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/eyfs-profile-exemplication-materials
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/260388/MASTER_final_national_curriculum_11_9_13_2.pdf for Key Stage 1

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/312053/2014_KS1_assessandreportingarrangementsARA_web.pdf
http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20130401151715/https://www.education.gov.uk/publications/eorderingdownload/green-paper-sen.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/304534/Code_of_Practice_Draft.pdf


	Themes: 

Curriculum: How is the EYFS implemented in practice? How is adult input organised? What evidence of all the areas of learning can you see? How are Communication and Language, PSED and Physical Development (Prime Areas of the EYFS) addressed? Collect examples of weekly planning.

Make sure you spend time in both KS1 classes. Look at the difference in the curriculum. How do the daily and weekly plans differ to the FS? Collect examples of medium term plans and weekly plans if possible.
Planning and Assessment: Look at how children are assessed on arrival and how this information is used to inform practice and planning in the FS and beyond. Look at the Observation, Planning and Assessment cycle in practice. Talk to staff about assessment. Spend time talking to both FS and KS1 staff about their assessment arrangements. 

Use of support staff: Talk to support staff about their role. Are there HLTAs in the school? See what differences there are between FS and KS1 in the way support staff are deployed. Are there children who have identified SEN who have individual support? Who plans this? Talk to staff.

Inclusion: Where are children’s Individual Education Plans (IEPs) kept and who is responsible for implementing them? Can you see evidence of their use in daily/weekly planning? Look at how teachers differentiate for groups and individuals. Are children in the same ability groups for everything? Are outside professionals involved for any children? If so for who, and how is their input linked into the overall teaching of the child?
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